BULLETIN VOL. XIII NO. 41

OCTOBER 11 2026

ST MARY'S ASSUMPTION
ALBANIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH

7TH ECUMENICAL COUNCIL

Epistle Reading : St. Paul's
Letter to Titus 3:8-15
Gospel Reading : Luke 8:5-15

WORSHIP

Saturday, October 10—
Great Vespers 5:00 pm

Sunday, October 11—
7th Ecumenical Council,
Orthros 9:00 am, Divine
Liturgy 10:00am

Wednesday, October 14—
Paraklesis 6:00 pm

Saturday, October 17—
Great Vespers 5:00 pm

PARISH LEADERSHIP

PARISH COUNCIL

Fr. Mark Doku, Priest Mark Dionis, President
Choir Director, Reader Lazi Danga Mark Johns, Vice President
Pastoral Asst., Reader Pavlo Ki Robert Laska, Treasurer
urganov Brizida Danga, Council Secretary
Sub-Deacon Jon Anderson Adela Tego
Sub-Deacon John Sedares Dimitri Saffron

Sunday School Director, Sandy Dionis Sibaiesenichsedarss
El

THE HOLY FATHERS OF THE SEVENTH
ECUMENICAL COUNCIL

October 11

Troparion — Tone 8

Most glorious art Thou, O Christ our God, / Who hast established the
Holy Fathers as luminaries on the earth. / By them Thou hast guided us
on the path of the True Faith. / O Most Merciful One, glory to Thee!

Kontakion — Tone 6

The Son, Who shone forth ineffably from the Father, / was born of a
woman, in two natures. / Beholding Him, we do not deny the image of
His form, / but depicting it piously, we revere it with faith. / Therefore,
the Church, holding the True Faith, / venerates the Icon of Christ's
Incarnation.

TRUTH IN GOOD SOIL:

GOSPEL READING LUKE 8:5-15

October 11

Today, Christ teaches the
Parable of the Sower, calling us
to cultivate an open heart that
hears the word, holds it fast,
and bears fruit with patience.
Divine mercy nurtures every
soul, offering refuge to the
migrant, the outsider, and all

seeking peace. We see this
fertile ground in Saint Mary,
who received the Word in
her heart before bearing Him
to the world. By receiving the
truth into good soil, we share
God's life-giving love with a
searching world.

-Courtesy Vestal Publishing

LIVESTREAM LINK FOR SUNDAY

will be emailed to our members



https://youtube.com/live/HKZZMeZk-s0?feature=share
https://youtube.com/live/ovTPdyATqFE?feature=share
https://youtube.com/live/ovTPdyATqFE?feature=share
https://youtube.com/live/HKZZMeZk-s0?feature=share

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY
2027 STEWARD SHIP Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul's Letter to Titus (3:8-15)

Titus, my son, the saying is sure. | desire you to insist on these

November is the start Of our things, so that those who have believed in God may be careful
A ual StewardShlp Drive a.nd to apply themselves to good deeds; these things are excellent

and profitable to men. But avoid stupid controversies,

our goa]_ iS to increase b()th our genealogies, dissensions, and quarrels over the law, for they
memberShip a.nd pledglng levels are unprofitable and futile. As for a man who is factious, after

admonishing him once or twice, have nothing more to do with

FOI'I.TIS can bc found on the table him, knowing that such a person is perverted and sinful; he is
. . self-condemned. When | send Artemas or Tychicus to you, do
OutSIde Of the ChllI'Ch Ofﬁce’ your best to come to me at Nicopolis, for | have decided to
please Complete one soon and spend the winter there. Do your best to speed Zenas the
leave it in the Ofﬁce lawyer and Apollos on their way; see that they lack nothing.

And let our people learn to apply themselves to good deeds,
so as to help cases of urgent need, and not to be unfruitful. All

Your geneI‘OSlty 1S deeply who are with me send greetings to you. Greet those who love
appreciated. us in the faith. Grace be with you all. Amen.

Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke (8:5-15)

The Lord said this parable: "A sower went out to sow his seed;

AN N UAL M E ETl N G and as he sowed, some fell along the path, and was trodden

under foot, and the birds of the air devoured it. And some fell
N OVE M B E R 1 2 0 26 on the rock; and as it grew up, it withered away, because it had
no moisture. And some fell among thorns; and the thorns

Saint Mary’s Annual Meeting takes place on Sunday, grew with it and choked it. And some fell into good soil and

November 1 at 12:00 pm in the church hall. A light lunch will grew, and yielded a hundredfold." And when his disciples

be served for everyone attending. We will review our parish asked him what this parable meant, he said, "To you it has
finances, reflect on the work of our community ministries been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of God; but for
over the past year, and discuss upcoming projects for our others they are in parables, so that seeing they may not see,

parish. Please make every effort to join us, as your voice and and hearing they may not understand. Now the parable is this:
vote help shape our shared future.

The seed is the word of God. The ones along the path are
those who have heard; then the devil comes and takes away
the word from their hearts, that they may not believe and be
O ‘?Tﬁ{cf dﬁx saved. And the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear
FOOD c ENTE R the word, receive it with joy; but these have no root, they
believe for a while and in time of temptation fall away. And as
for what fell among the thorns, they are those who hear, but as
SATU R DAYS ' they go on their way they are choked by the cares and riches
r : - and pleasures of life, and their fruit does not mature. And as
10—]2 PM o for that in the good soil, they are those who, hearing the word,
hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and bring forth fruit
with patience." As he said these things, he cried out "He who
St. Spyridon, 102 Russell St., Worcester has ears to hear, let him hear."

is indeed, a great thing, and a

24 of God

+ 5t John Chrysostom

BIBLE STUDY

Wednesdays at 7:00 pm SUPPORT OUR PARISH
St. Mary’s Church Hall



https://www.stmarysalbanianchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/saintmarysalbanian

Volunteer Opportunity:
Assistant Treasurer Needed

Are you good with numbers and looking for a
meaningful way to serve our parish? We are
seeking a trustworthy, detail-oriented volunteer
to serve as our Assistant Treasurer. This vital
stewardship role works directly with our Parish
Treasurer to manage financial operations, count
collections, and record donations using
QuickBooks. Absolute confidentiality is a must. If
you have experience with basic accounting or a
willingness to learn, please consider offering
your talents to support our community.

To learn more or express interest:

Please reach out directly to the parish
priest or any member of the parish council.

Come and see where saints have walked and studied, where
pastors come from and leaders have been formed

L'() J _ i I [ﬂhf‘}‘ =

All are Welcome!

=l Whether you're considering attending seminary or have
; never visited one, you are invited this December!
| His Grace, Bishop Nikodghim, will be traveling to both
5t. Tikhon's and 5t Wiadimir's seminaries, and he invites
| you to consider coming along.




U el fone

good & faithful

servant

2027 STEWARDSHIP PLEDGE FORM

St. Mary’s Assumption Albanian Orthaedox Church
535 Salisbury St., Worcester MA 01609

INFORMATION

Name(s) Names/ ages of dependent children

Address

Phone, Cell Home

May we include your contact information in the parish
Email address

directory? Yes No

TIME & TALENT

Individual stewards should indicate areas of interest
with a check mark. Families should mark “W" for wife,
“H” for husband or “C” for children.

Education Liturgical
TREASURE Bible study Sanctuary & altar
In gratitude for God’s blessings, |/we commit to —_Adult religious ed _Alta!' boys/ acolytes
) . . : ___Intro to orthodoxy Choir
Christ and His Church the following amount: Speakers R
Greeter/ usher
] Annually Youth

Church school teacher

[] Semi-annually Youth leader

[] Quarterly Vacation church school MInIStI‘IEf s il s
______Parish Council
(] Monthly Sunday coffee hour
[ ] Weekly Communications Women's club
Website & email Men'’s club
Offering envelope? Yes No Bulletin & newsletter Feed the Hungry

_ _ _ Public relations Building Committee
Online pledging available at

www .stmarysalbanianchurch.org/members



THOUGHTS ON
STEWARDSHIP

The word stewardship means “caring for and
managing the affairs of another”. The starting
point for the Orthodox Christian understanding
of stewardship is the clear teaching of the
Bible and the church that the earth belongs to
the Lord and the fullness thereof. Holy
Scripture and the church also clearly teaches
that God alone is the one who gives us life.
This is another proof that the earth and
everything in it, including us, belongs to God.
Therefore, in giving us life, God forged a
personal relationship with mankind based on
love and trust, so that man could steward
God's creation. Our personal relationship with
God as his stewards is confirmed by the Lord
Jesus when he said, "Well done, good and
faithful servant, you were faithful over a few
things. | will make you ruler over many things.

Enter into the joy of your Lord”. Matthew 25:21

Because God is love (1 John 4:8) He created us
in His image and likeness. God did not have to
create the world and us, but He freely chose to
because He desired that we experience the
divine love of the Holy Trinity as servants of
Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God. It
is God's plan that we understand and joyfully
accept that all we have, all we are asked to
steward, our whole life, is a free gift from God.
Knowing this and in grateful thanksgiving for
the free gift of life, we can live each day as
wise and faithful stewards of God, offering
back to him the first and best part of our life
and a personal relationship of love and trust.

FREQUENTLY ASKED
QUESTIONS

How do | become a member of the parish?

Membership in the Orthodox Church begins at baptism
(Chrismation for some) and continues throughout our life.
We are united with Christ through the sacraments (or
mysteries) of the Church, and through our faithful offering
of our entire selves to Jesus Christ.

Our Archdiocese requires each parish to distinguish
between voting and non-voting members. A voting
member is over 18 years of age and turns in a signed
stewardship commitment card, committing a portion of
time, talent, and treasure to the church. The archdiocese
also requires the voting member to remain current
throughout the year on their commitments.

Keep in mind that true membership in the body of Christ

involves living according to His word and within His Church.
Why must | commit to give a specific amount?

Please keep in mind that your stewardship of money is
kept in the strictest of confidence. However, we do compile

the amounts anticipated to better plan our budget.
What if | cannot fulfill my stewardship commitment?

During the course of a year, circumstances may change.
Your stewardship is valued because it is made out of your
love for God and His Church. Please do not be concerned if
you are unable to meet your stewardship commitment- we
are glad you are part of this parish!
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Christmas Concert 7

Saturday, December 12, 2026 , 7

at 7:00 P.M.

Mark your calendars for our \
4th Annual Christmas Concert on

Saturday, December 12, 2026, o

at 7:00 P.M.! 7

Join us for a wonderful N

evening filled with beautiful g

Christmas music performed by N\

our St. Mary’s Choir. A

Be sure to invite your \1

loved ones to share in the .
joy of the season. \\:

St. Mary’s Albanian Orthodox Church
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	the Holy Fathers of the Seventh Ecumenical Council
	October 11

	lectionary for sunday
	Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul's Letter to Titus (3:8-15)
	Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke (8:5-15)

	ANNual meeting
	November 1 2026
	Saint Mary’s Annual Meeting takes place on Sunday, November 1 at 12:00 pm in the church hall. A light lunch will be served for everyone attending. We will review our parish finances, reflect on the work of our community ministries over the past year, and discuss upcoming projects for our parish. Please make every effort to join us, as your voice and vote help shape our shared future.

	contact
	Fr. Mark Doku: 774-276-1263
	mdoku123@gmail.com
	Office: 508-756-1690
	smc.worc@gmail.com
	www.stmarysalbanianchurch.org
	facebook.com/saintmarysalbanian
	535 Salisbury Street
	Worcester MA 01609
	bible study
	Wednesdays at 7:00 pm
	St. Mary’s Church Hall



