BULLETIN VOL. XIII NO. 40

OCTOBER 4 2026

ST MARY'S ASSUMPTION
ALBANIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH

SECOND SUNDAY OF LUKE

Epistle Reading : St. Paul's
Second Letter to the
Corinthians 9:6-11

Gospel Reading : Luke 6:31-36

WORSHIP

Saturday, October 3—
Great Vespers 5:00 pm

Sunday, October 4—
Second Sunday of Luke,
Orthros 9:00 am, Divine
Liturgy 10:00am

Wednesday, October 7—
Paraklesis 6:00 pm

Saturday, October 10—
Great Vespers §:00 pm

LIVING THE GOLDEN RULE:
GOSPEL READING LUKE 6:31-36

October 4

Christ calls us to love our
enemies, do good, and lend
while expecting nothing in
return. Divine mercy welcomes
every soul, offering shelter to
the stranger, the migrant, and
all who seek sanctuary. This
transformative love flourishes
in our parish through the quiet

PARISH COUNCIL

Aark Dokuw, Pries Mark Dionis, President
vir Director. Reader Lazi Dangz Mark Johns, Vice President
- Robert Laska, Treasurer
: . Brizida Danga, Council Secretary
Sub-Deacon jon Anderson Adela Tego
ib-Deacon lot sdares Dimitri Saffron
- ' Sub-Deacon John Sedares

LECTIONARY FOR SUNDAY

The Reading from the Epistle of St. Paul's Second Letter to the Corinthians (9:6-11)

Brethren, he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap
bountifully. Each one must do as he has made up his mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for
God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that
you may always have enough of everything and may provide in abundance for every good work. As it
is written, "He scatters abroad, he gives to the poor; his righteousness endures forever." He who
supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your resources and increase

the harvest of your righteousness. You will be enriched in every way for great generosity, which
through us will produce thanksgiving to God.

The Reading from the Holy Gospel according to St. Luke (6:31-36)

The Lord said, "As you wish that men would do to you, do so to them. If you love those who love
you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. And if you do good to
those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. And if you lend
to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to
receive as much again. But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return;
and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful
and the selfish. Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful."

strength, ongoing care, and
selfless leadership that our
parishioners bring to our
community. By giving freely
and offering unconditional
compassion, we reflect the
merciful heart of our
Heavenly Father to a world
in need of healing and peace.

-Courtesy Vestal Publishing

LIVESTREAM LINK FOR SUNDAY

will be emailed to our members



https://youtube.com/live/tmcgOfw19i4?feature=share
https://youtube.com/live/tmcgOfw19i4?feature=share
https://youtube.com/live/tmcgOfw19i4?feature=share
https://youtube.com/live/tmcgOfw19i4?feature=share

SEMINARY PILGRIMAGE:
EXPERIENCE CAMPUS LIFE WITH
OUR BISHOP

Join our Bishop on a trip to Saint Tikhon's and Saint
Vladimir's Seminaries to experience campus life,
attend classes, join in services, and share fellowship
with students.

Who Can Join:
Adults of all ages— both women and men— are
welcome.

Ideal for anyone discerning a degree or certificate in
choir directing, iconography, catechism, or simply
seeking spiritual growth with fellow parishioners.

Please see the flyer for sign up information.

Volunteer Opportunity:
Assistant Treasurer Needed

Are you good with numbers and looking for a
meaningful way to serve our parish? We are
seeking a trustworthy, detail-oriented volunteer
to serve as our Assistant Treasurer. This vital
stewardship role works directly with our Parish
Treasurer to manage financial operations, count
collections, and record donations using
QuickBooks. Absolute confidentiality is a must. If
you have experience with basic accounting or a
willingness to learn, please consider offering
your talents to support our community.

To learn more or express interest:

Please reach out directly to the parish

priest or any member of the parish council.
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MEMORIAL

October 4
40 days - Shirley Pero

Grure and coffee hour are provided in
loving memory by family.

SHORT TERM CARE FOR A

LOVED

ONE

Holy Trinity Respite Care provides z4/7 temporary stays for

seniors, including nursing, meals, accommadations, and activities.

Financial options include long-term care insurance or
Massachusetts Elder Services.

Contact Admissions at so8-852-1000,

WEDDING
CONGRATULATIONS

Congratulations

sponsor is Florence Tabaku.

Ty Golgst tenmasy yesss!

to Kristiana Nasto and
Matthew Whitehill who married on September
27. Kristiana is the daughter of Mira Andoni
and Kostandin Nasto, and Matthew is the son
of Francine Foss and Austin Whitehill. Their

BIBLE STUDY

Bible study will begin again on Wednesday, ‘
October 7. More information on the topic for
discussion will be coming soon!
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A PRAYER FOR THE

JOURNEY OF LIFE
"O Lord, Who did guide the

righteous through the wilderness,

bless the steps of Thy servants.

Grant Joy to the heavy-hearted,
Overcoming strength to the weary,
Steadfastness in faith, Everlasting

peace, Purity of heart, and Health of

soul and body for many years.

Amen."
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https://www.stmarysalbanianchurch.org/
https://www.facebook.com/saintmarysalbanian

FEED MY
STARVING

O\ﬂ
CHILDREN

VOLUNTEER TO HELP FEED THE STARVING CHILDREN Participate in a one-day event at our
Sister Church St. George’s Cathedral.

St. Mary's Sunday School Children and youth Group are invited to help . -
. Turn hunger into hope with your own
Date: Friday October 9, 2026 two hands by packing nutritious
Where: St. George's Orthodox Cathedral meals for hungry children around
30 Anna Street Worcester the world.

Time: Friday 6:00pm to 8:00pm
I will make a reservation to volunteer

Volunteer age requirements for us as a group.

Please follow this student-to-adult ratio when registering to volunteer: Please let me know if you would like
» For safety reasons, children under the age of 5 are not to participate by October 5th
allowed in our packing area (sorry, no exceptions)

* Grades K-2: 1 student to 1 adult*
» Grades 3-6: 3 students to 1 adult
» Grades 7-12: 4 students to 1 adult

smcchurchschool@gmail.com

Come and see where saints have walked and studied, where
pastors come from and leaders hove been formed

Al are Welcame!

| Whether you're considering attending seminary or have
| never visited one, you are invited this December!

| His Grace, Bishop Mikodhim, will be traveling to both

St. Tikhon's and 5t Viadimir's seminaries, and he invites
you to consider coming along.
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Saturday, December 12, 2026 , -
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/ Mark your calendars for our X
4th Annual Christmas Concert on
% Saturday, December 12, 2026, o
v at 7:00 P.M.! f
i Join us for a wonderful N\
., evening filled with beautiful &
Y. Christmas music performed by %
]gur St. Mary’s Choir. ‘
e sure to invite your
’f loved ones to shareyin the .\
{ joy of the season. \u
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=+ HOLY TRINITY

Nursing & Rehabilitation Center

DATE: September 01, 2026
TO: Central Massachuse6s Orthodox Clergy & Parish Council Presidents

FROM: Sam Bitar, President
Eastern Orthodox Management Corporation

RE: Notice of Annual Meeting of the General Assembly

In accordance with the bylaws of the Eastern Orthodox Management Corporation (EOMC), which
oversees Holy Trinity Nursing and Rehabilitation Center and requires a 30-day advance notice, the 2026
Annual Meeting of the General Assembly is scheduled as follows: Tuesday, October 06, 2026 at 7:00
PM.

The meeting of the General Assembly will be held both at Holy Trinity Nursing and Rehabilitation Center,
and via Zoom. To join via Zoom: https://usO6web.zoom.us/j/82290164801.
The purpose of the Annual Meeting is to hear reports and proposals presented by the Board of

Directors, including a discussion of the Corporation’s strategic plan and annual goals, and to review our
organization’s financial and operational performance for the previous year. In addition, the General
Assembly shall nominate individuals to serve on the Corporation’s Board of Directors.

All members of parishes located in Central Massachusetts and under the jurisdiction of a canonical
Orthodox Church are warmly invited to attend the meeting. While broad attendance is encouraged,
voting privileges are reserved for clergy of member parishes, and up to three (3) lay delegates per
member parish, elected or appointed in accordance with each parish’s established procedures. To help
us prepare for the General Assembly, we kindly ask each parish to submit the names and contact
information of their elected delegates (up to three) to Sam Bitar no later than Monday, September
21, 2026, at 5:00 PM

To ensure a smooth and timely start, we kindly ask all attendees to check in or log in by 6:55 PM. This
allows us to address any technical issues in advance and begin promptly, as we have a full agenda to
cover and want to be mindful of everyone’s time. If you have specific questions you would like
addressed during the meeting, please feel free to send them ahead of time to Sam Bitar at
bitarsm@gmail.com.

We would greatty appreciate your support in sharing this information with your parish community.
Please include it in all upcoming mailings, newsletters, and bulletins at your earliest convenience. We
also kindly ask that you avoid scheduling conflicting parish events on the evening of the General
Assembly.

Thank you for your continued support of our programs and facility. We look forward to seeing you on

the 6!


https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82290164801.
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82290164801.
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82290164801.
mailto:bitarsm@gmail.com
mailto:bitarsm@gmail.com
mailto:bitarsm@gmail.com

	October 4
	Seminary pilgrimage: Experience Campus Life with our Bishop
	Join our Bishop on a trip to Saint Tikhon's and Saint Vladimir's Seminaries to experience campus life, attend classes, join in services, and share fellowship with students.
	Who Can Join:
	Adults of all ages— both women and men— are welcome.
	Ideal for anyone discerning a degree or certificate in choir directing, iconography, catechism, or simply seeking spiritual growth with fellow parishioners.
	Please see the flyer for sign up information.
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