ST. MARY’S ASSUMPTION ALBANIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH
A parish of the Albanian Archdiocese of the Orthodox Church in America

Fr. Mark Doku, Priest
mdokul23@gmail.com
Cell 774-276-1263

Church Office: 508-756-1690
Website: www.stmarysalbanianchurch.org
Email: sme.worc@gmail.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/stmarysalbanian

February 12026

Sunday of the Publican and Pharisee

Epistle Reading : St. Paul's Letter to the Romans 8:28-39
Gospel Reading : Luke 18:10-14

Forefeast of the Presentation of Our Lord and Savior in the Temple, Trypho the Martyr, Saint Perpetua & her Companions, Our Holy
Father Basil, Archbishop of Thessalonica, Anastasios the New Martyr of Navplion, The Four Martyrs Andrianus, Polyeuktos, Plato and
George who contested in Megara, Timothy the Confessor, Saint Bridget of Ireland

UPCOMING WORSHIP

Sunday, February 1— Presentation of Christ; Great Vespers— Immediately following the Icon
Auction; Approximately 3:00pm

Monday, February 2— Presentation of Christ; Orthros 8:30 am, Liturgy 9:30 am

Wednesday, February 4— Paraklesis 6:00 pm

NO Great Vespers February 7 & 14

BIDDING OF THE ICONS— TODAY

Our annual bidding of Icons Sunday will take place today, February 1 in the church hall following
the Divine Liturgy. Lunch will be served for those in attendance at this event. Please plan to attend.
This is not only a major fundraising event for our parish but a recognition of those faithful in
Albania who at one time had their liturgical items confiscated by the Ottomans and had to pay a
ransom to get them back. We hope you can join us.

WOMEN’S GUILD FEBRUARY COOKBOOK SALE
Don't forget to pick up your Albanian cookbook during our February coffee hours! Please see the
flyer at the candle stand.

SONS’ MEETING
Tuesday, February 3rd, 2026 at 6:30 PM in the Church Hall

REFLECTION

Today, we begin the period of the Lenten Triodion. The Triodion refers to a service book of
the Orthodox Church that provides the texts for the divine services for the pre-Lenten weeks
of preparation, Great Lent and Holy Week. It is at Vespers on Saturday evening of Publican
and the Pharisee where the beautiful Post Gospel hymn of repentance and preparation for the
upcoming Great Lent is heard:

"Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. Open to me the doors of repentance
O Lifegiver; for my spirit rises early to pray towards Thy Holy Temple, bearing the temple of
my body all defiled. But in Thy Compassion purify me by the loving kindness of Thy Mercy.
Now and ever and unto ages of ages, Amen. Lead me on the paths of Salvation O Mother of
God, for I have covered my soul in shameful sins and have wasted my life in lazy acts. But by
your intercessions, deliver me from all impurity. Have mercy on me O God according to Thy
Great Mercy and according to the multitude of Thy Compassions blot out my transgressions.
When I think of the many evil things I have done, wretched I am, I tremble at the fearful day
of Judgement, but trusting in Thy loving kindness, like David I cry to Thee. Have mercy on
me O God, have mercy on me O God, Have mercy on me O God according to Thy great
Mercy."

BIBLE STUDY

Thank you to everyone who joined our last session! Our study is a welcoming space for all,
and newcomers are always encouraged to jump in whenever their schedule allows. Our next
meeting is Wednesday, February 4, at 7:00 pm in the church hall. Please note that after this
meeting, we will suspend our bible study until after Great Lent and Pascha.

SATURDAY OF SOULS

We invite you to our Saturday of Souls liturgy, lovingly presented by the Daughters of St.
Mary's. Due to Fr. Mark's travels in Albania February 8-18, we will celebrate the Divine
Liturgy and the Saturday of the Souls on February 21, 2026, with services beginning at 9:30
AM. Please submit your names to us with your contribution of $15.00 per family to help pay
for the memorial wheat (grure), making your checks payable to the Daughters of St.

Mary's. Please see the flyer at the candle stand.

BLESSING of HOMES
Fr. Mark will be blessing homes until February 22. If you would like to have your house
blessed, please contact him at 774-276-1263 to set up a date and time.

PRE-SANCTIFIED LITURGIES
Please see the flyer for Pre-Sanctified Liturgies at the candle stand.

SUNDAY of ORTHODOXY— MARCH 1, 2026

No services at St. Mary’s on this day

St. Mary's, together with fellow churches in the CEOC will be closed on Sunday of
Orthodoxy. Parishioners will attend the Pan-Orthodox Divine Liturgy at St. Spyridon
Cathedral at 10:00 am (Matins 8:45 am). We invite you to join us as representatives of the St.
Mary's parish. All are warmly invited!

UPCOMING MEMORIALS

Feb 8— Valerie Kerxhalli, 1 year Feb 22— Violet Assad, 3 years Feb 22— Robert Steffon, 2 years

Feb 8— Gina Nano, 1 year Feb 22— Thomas Sedares, 20 years Feb 22— Helen Kerxhalli, 1 year




THE PRAYER OF THE HEART

rusting in the mercy that looks past the outward appearance

of righteousness, we stand today in the Temple alongside

two very different men. One is a Pharisee, a religious
"insider” who meticulously follows every law but whose heart is
closed by pride. The other is a Publican—a tax collector and a
social outsider—who stands at a distance, unable to even lift his
eyes toward heaven. In our Orthodox tradition, it is the Publican
who truly understands the "Outsider” connection with God; he
knows he is far off, yet he calls out for the only thing that can
bring him home: mercy.
In our own homes, where we manage the many needs of our
families and the constant motion of daily life, it is easy to fall into
the Pharisee’s trap of checking off tasks and comparing our
"righteousness" to others. However, we are reminded today that
true healing begins when we recognize our own vulnerability. We
are called to approach God with a heart that is empty of pride.
When we approach the Chalice today, let us remember that Jesus
consistently loved the poor, the migrant, and the social outcast—
those who, like the Publican, lived in the shadows of the "elite."
Christ tells us that it was the man who beat his breast and asked
for mercy who went home justified. May we have the courage to
set aside our labels of "insider" or "outsider" and simply cry out
from the heart, knowing that God’s providence always walks with
the humble.
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