
 
 
 

 

ST. MARY’S ASSUMPTION ALBANIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH 
        A parish of the Albanian Archdiocese of the Orthodox Church in America 

 
Fr. Mark Doku, Priest 

mdoku123@gmail.com 
Cell 774-276-1263 

 
Church Office: 508-756-1690 

Website: www.stmarysalbanianchurch.org 
Email: smc.worc@gmail.com 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/stmarysalbanian 
 

January 18 2026 
12th Sunday of Luke 

Epistle Reading : St. Paul's Letter to the Hebrews 13:7-16  
Gospel Reading : Luke 17:12-19  

 

Athanasios and Cyril, Patriarchs of Alexandria, Zenia the Martyr 

 
UPCOMING WORSHIP 
NO Great Vespers in the month of January 
Wednesday, January 21— Paraklesis 6:00 pm 
 
WELCOME FR SERAPHIM SOLOF 
Together, we extend a warm and heartfelt welcome to Father Seraphim Solof, who is 
celebrating the Divine Liturgy with us this morning while Fr. Mark is away.  
 
BAPTISM  
Congratulations to Eftiona Golloshi Goxhaj & Rudin Goxhaj whose child Amriella was 
baptized on January 10. The sponsors are Aleksa and Stefan Nakollari. God grant them many 
years! 
 
BIDDING OF THE ICONS— Please return all icons TODAY 
Our annual bidding of Icons Sunday will take place on February 1 in the church hall 
following the Divine Liturgy. Lunch will be served for those in attendance at this event. Please 
plan to attend. This is not only a major fundraising event for our parish but a recognition of 
those faithful in Albania who at one time had their liturgical items confiscated by the Ottomans 
and had to pay a ransom to get them back. We hope you can join us.  
 
BLESSING of HOMES 
Fr. Mark will be blessing homes until February 22. If you would like to have your house 
blessed, please contact him at 774-276-1263 to set up a date and time. 

REFLECTION 
Saint Porphyrios was once asked what the greatest spiritual struggle is. People expected 
something dramatic. Long fasts. Harsh asceticism. Heroic feats. He said something much 
simpler. Love Christ. That was it. Not “analyze Christ.” Not “panic about your sins every 
day.” Love Him. Saint Porphyrios taught that when you truly love Christ, repentance 
happens naturally. Prayer becomes alive. The commandments stop feeling like chains and 
start feeling like oxygen. Holiness stops being forced and becomes something that quietly 
grows, like a tree that keeps reaching toward the light. He used to say that many people 
exhaust themselves fighting darkness instead of turning toward Christ. You do not chase 
shadows away by swinging at them. You bring in light, and the darkness leaves on its own. 
That is Orthodox spirituality in a nutshell. Not a legal system. Not a fear factory. Not a 
performance. A living relationship. Saint Porphyrios didn’t deny struggle. He knew 
suffering. He knew sickness. He knew spiritual warfare. But he also knew the secret. Christ 
is not standing over you with a clipboard. He is standing before you with open arms. When 
you fall, do not stare at the fall. Look at Christ. When you sin, do not spiral. Run to Christ. 
When you feel cold inside, do not fake fire. Turn toward Christ. The more you look at Him, 
the more your soul begins to look like Him. That is how saints are made. Not by self hatred. 
Not by anxiety. But by love that keeps choosing Him again and again. - St. Porphyrios  
 
THANK YOU FROM THE BOYS & GIRLS CLUB 
We are delighted to share a heartfelt thank you from the Boys & Girls Club of Worcester. 
Because of your kindness, Saint Mary’s was able to sponsor 100 children and teens for their 
Holiday Giving program. Our support helps provide a club to call home for these youth, 
many of whom are from vulnerable families in our city who simply need a chance to thrive. 
The impact is clear; please see the letter at the candle stand for the CEO’s words. Thank you 
for seeing the value in every child and helping to give them the tools to grow into the next 
generation of leaders. 
 
BIBLE STUDY 
Thank you to everyone who joined our last session! Our study is a welcoming space for all, 
and newcomers are always encouraged to jump in whenever their schedule allows. Whether 
you are a regular or joining for the first time, your voice is a valued part of our circle. 
Our next meeting is Wednesday, January 21, at 7:00 pm in the church hall. Please enter via 
the lower parking lot doors. We look forward to gathering as a community to reflect on the 
Holy Scriptures and the lives of the faithful. 
 
DOWNE SOYO WINTER RETREAT: Learning the Major Feasts: Ages 7–17 
January 31st, 2026. Please register no later than Saturday, January 24th. 
St. George West Roxbury Orthodox Church, 55 Emmonsdale Rd, West Roxbury, MA  
We invite all families to register for the upcoming Downe SOYO Winter Retreat to explore 
the beauty of our Liturgical Feasts. Our children will learn about each of the thirteen major 
feasts through games, puzzles, and arts & crafts. Please see all details on the flyer  at the 
candle stand. You can scan the Q-codes on the flyer, or go to https://tinyurl.com/z6vxmmxf 
to view the registration form. We look forward to seeing our families gather as our children 
grow together in the life of the Church. 
 
UPCOMING MEMORIALS 

Feb 22— Violet Assad, 3 years Feb 22— Robert Steffon, 2 years Feb 8— Valerie Kerxhalli, 1 year 

https://tinyurl.com/z6vxmmxf



